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Important instructions.
You may want to read these
carefully before using this book.

@D Why should I learn Chinese characters?

The Chinese language is different from alphabetic languages such as English
or French. Chinese writing (characters) and pronunciation (pinyin) are based on

two separate systems.

Writing/meaning

T red
HéNng A flood
pronunciation H rainbow

she M. B Bhe . Y5 VR BB B

One syllable may correspond to hundreds of meanings in Chinese. For
example, hdng can mean red ( £I ), a big bird (38), flood ( ), rainbow (4T ),
and much more. Although those characters are all pronounced as hdéng, they
have different meanings and are used differently. They have nothing to do with
each other, except that they share the same pronunciation.

Chinese characters are hieroglyphs. The Chinese language has existed in the
form of characters since its birth. Pinyin was added in 1958 for the convenience
of pronunciation. BTW, If you want to master Mandarin Chinese pronunciation
in a short time, our pronunciation trainer is an excellent choice for you.

https://letslearnchinese.org/products/pronunciation-trainer/

Here is a cruel fact: almost all publications in Chinese are written in Chinese
characters instead of pinyin. You can speak by learning only pinyin, but without
knowledge of characters, you cannot read any Chinese books, newspapers,
manuals, or menus. Besides, when you type in hdng on your phone, you will see
dozens of totally different Chinese characters. If you don’t know which character

you need, you will get totally lost.
WO

=30 28 3B 4k sSiE eEd 7E 01

E.g., When you type pinyin “wo”, this is what you’ll see.




@) Simplified Chinese VS. Traditional Chinese

The answer is simple: If there are no particular reasons, it’'s best to learn
simplified Chinese characters. However, both of them are formed by the 28
strokes.

Traditional characters are currently used in the Chinese communities in
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao and North America. About 30 million people use
traditional characters.

Simplified characters are used in the Chinese mainland and in Malaysia,
Singapore, and other Chinese communities in Southeast Asia. The number of
users is more than 1.3 billion - a much greater number by comparison.

Besides, simplified characters are easier to learn. For example, the
following two characters mean the same thing:

:F Dry EIZ_: Dry

3 strokes  Simplified Chinese 11 strokes Traditonal Chinese

€) How many Chinese characters should | learn?

Zhonghua Zihai is the largest Chinese character dictionary available in print.
It includes 85,568 different characters.

You might be thinking: how am | supposed to remember 85,568 different
characters?

Here is the good news: you only need to remember about 3% of them.

When you know the 1500 most commonly used characters, you can read
most Chinese books independently. If you learn 2400 characters, you can
understand 99% of the Chinese language! The last 1% of Chinese characters, such
as #Bh. . Z5. Ui, . #%, are rather complicated and not commonly used in

daily life. Even a lot of Chinese people cannot recognize or write them.

@) What is the relationship between strokes and Chinese characters?

Strokes are fundamental in the Chinese writing system. Just as all the
paintings are composed of lines, all Chinese characters are composed of strokes.
We have summarized all the strokes in this book. You will be surprised to learn
that you only need to learn 28 Chinese strokes - and combine them - to write

every Chinese character.
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@ How to use this book and learn the 28 strokes by heart?

v/ Use the given name or name each stroke yourself.

This book gives each stroke an English name. Of course, if you think the
name we gave is vivid enough, just use the name we gave. Otherwise, you can
name each stroke yourself and write it down in the space we’ve provided. What
does each stroke look like to you? Try associating each stroke with something in

your daily life!

Horizontal Name it yourself:

v/ Do not write, draw instead!
Every stroke in this book goes with an image that will help you remember

it. You can trace the stroke with a pen in the image that we provide.

The book also contains a space for you to draw your own images. The
image from your daily life - a table or your cat, for example - will remind you of

the stroke that you are learning.

What in your daily life reminds you of

03



'/ There is no need to learn the meanings, writing, or pronunciations of the
example characters. They are just examples to show you how to use the single
stroke. The only purpose of this book is to help you learn strokes, not whole
characters. Our goal here is to learn to draw the lines, not whole pictures.

v/ Follow the study tracker.

You can use your mobile phone or alarm clock to set reminders. Follow this
tracker for a few minutes a day. After a while, you won’t forget the strokes you’ve
learned. If you think follow the study tracker is troublesome, you can also use our
stroke trainer which will help you build a long time memory automatically.

https://letslearnchinese.org/products/stroke-trainer/

(A Five golden principles about strokes

'/ One stroke can be used multiple times in one character. E.g., = three
'\ The same strokes may appear in slightly different sizes or directions,
but you can see that those variations still come from the same stroke. E.g,,

Downward Left, in different sizes.

/)) )//j/)/

'/ Strokes can touch each other. -e.g., A person.
'\ Strokes can be separate from each other. -e.g,, 'S heart

'\/ Strokes can cross each other. -e.g., T ten
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We also provide a digital stroke trainer for you to learn strokes much more
quickly and efficiently. The trainer has seven more stroke deformations which
easily confuse beginners. The stroke trainer is a game in which you need to find
a stroke in a given character. After you've found it, you can actually draw it. The
trainer uses review intervals based on a spaced repetition algorithm. So you
do not need to remind or force yourself to review everything you've learned
before. The stroke trainer automatically teaches the direction and the order of
each stroke. The trainer will help you build a long-term familiarity to Chinese

characters effortlessly.

https://letslearnchinese.org/products/stroke-trainer/

Let's get started!

ANy
T s ¢ N
— N

|

)
5L

Z

N~ & =N
ndil alp

Yue Wang & Vincent Vial
03/12/2021

a sunny spring morning
Netherlands
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Study Tracker
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Level 1 Basic Strokes T l 4 D

Horizontal Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of — ?

Tlps Do not draw back and forth. Finish in one stroke.
A A
X ¥4
Example characters:
— - :
one . two — three

N N
o N - - 7N o
.......... S PPN
s >
TR S TN
. ! AN . ! AN

Tips Try to copy the stroke two times first, then cover the grey squares and try
to recall and write down the stroke in the orange squares.
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Vertical (Tree) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of ] ?

Example characters:

i T e e

‘ \ Left dot

& Right dot Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of ‘ \ ?

Example characters:

T down '/ few % head

08



________________

————————————————————————————————————————————————

________________

________________________________________________

Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pen to find the hidden strokes.

Let’s find — in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!

E + AN

Now, it's time to find ] .
A~ I K

where is ‘ ?

Last one, whereis ) ?

o w E

The answers are on the last page.

Tips

When we learn how to write the strokes, we
use Kaiti font which is widely used in Chinese
schools and official documents.

Like letter A looks slightly different from A and
A. Chinese strokes may look slightly different in
different fonts.

We use Kaiti font and Songti font to train your
strokes recognization ability in this game.
Songti font is also widely used in Chinese
publications.

B, (bird) 5 (bird)
Kaiti Songti

Congratulations! You've just completed the first level of your
Chinese learning adventure.

See you in next level!
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Level 2 Basic Strokes a4

Left Falling (New moon) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of / ?

Tips

There are slightly different ways to write downwards left. You don't need to
learn all of them. Just remember the direction.

7))

Example characters:

/\ eight i sky

777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777
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Right Falling (Slide) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of \ ?

Example characters:

/\ eight A human K ruler

Upwards (Hike) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of / ?

Example characters:

i insect jﬁ handle ;7]4 ice

11



______________________________________________________________

Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pen to find the hidden strokes.

Let’s find / in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!

A B N N

Now, it's time to find \ .

/\R/l\ﬁ

Last one, whereis _/~ ?

% A 4]

The answers are on the last page.

Congratulations! You've just learned all the six basic single
strokes!

See you in next level!
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Level 3 Strokes with a Hook 1)

Horizontal Hook (hoe) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of =—2 ?

Example characters:

—~
/fj\ you T treasure

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Vertical Hook (Fish hook) Name it yourself:

dam

What in your daily life reminds you of J

13



.
.

Example characters

able

7}4 water

'J\ small

Name it yourself

Curve Hook (Horn)

What in your daily life reminds you of ) ?

Example characters

Za .

already

14



Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pen to find the hidden strokes.
Let's find — in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!
Now, it’s time to find J

T ®= N W

Last one, where is ) ?

T F O

Tips
In different fonts, the same Chinese character sometimes uses J instead of )

Don't get confused. They are still the same Chinese character.
e.g. T (son) in different fonts

3 T

Kaiti font Songti font.

The answers are on the last page.

Nothing is impossible to a willing heart!

See you tomorrow!



Level 4 Strokes with Hook \4 - L

Slanted Hook (Golf club) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of \4 ?

Example characters:

ﬁ‘ Ime

777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777

Lying Down Hook (Banana) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of \» ?

16



heart

NN
o

Example characters

!

...... U o
,‘ G
o
S)
" O
u >
' wv
| ©
...... o =
" &
' (O]
. —
: [0)
=
N >
s @ =
_ = ©
m a0
' — —
B S S
! (@] (@)
" > >
| = [
! < £
= ©
S c
! prd <

| —_

, Q

©

S

-

N—r

~

(@]

(@]

<

o

.E

c

—

S

T

Example characters

stick to

)L already

N
R S —
N

N
R ) A —
N
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Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pen to find the hidden strokes.

Let’s find \ in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!
R KRB

Now, it's time to find \_) .

‘\ ~N /3)\
> NN I

Last one, where is L ?

) S o

The answers are on the last page.

Brilliant! You've finished all the basic strokes with hooks!

See you in the next level!



Level 5 Strokes with a Bend

171191

We're going to learn compound strokes from now on. The compound stroke is

a combination of more than one single stroke for example,”] combines — and ' .
You might ask, why don’t we just write single strokes one by one? The reason is that

compound strokes are easier to write and remember.For example, & (horse):

if you write it using single strokes, it will be:
ST o2 og

if you write it using compound strokes, it will be :

T g

Horizontal
Bend (Drawer) Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of ’] T2

Tlps Sometimes, the horizontal is longer than the vertical and sometimes vice

versa, but they are still just variations on the same stroke.

Example characters:

T mouth ‘:]3 middle 1 ve

777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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Fishing Rod Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of ] ?

Tips

The English names of these strokes will be longer from now on. (Horizontal-

break -hook, for example.) We named ] as "fishing rod” because to us it
resembles a fishing rod and fishing line. It even has a fishhook!

Example characters:

7'] eight

The fisher man Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of ’7 ?

20



Tips

We just learned the "Fishing Rod" stroke. Now, let's add one more vertical
to our “fishing rod”. Doesn't it look like a person using a fishing rod? We
think it does, so we named it “The Fisher man”.

Example characters:

47 z ~2
-fL-] horse = bird éis younger brother

1 ' i i
' ' ' '
' ' ' '
' ' ' '
' ' ' '
' ' ' '

N N N2 N
——————— oo B L B e B L I
'~ 2N 2N N
' ' ' '

' ' ' '

' ' ' '

' ' ' '

' ' 1 1
1 1 1 1

Lightning Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of 17 ?

Example characters:

% expert




Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pen to find the hidden strokes.

Let’s find ’I ~T in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!

H H b

Now, it's time to find j .

BB B A

Where is L:] ?

5 5 ® 5

Last one, where is L ?

% Rk

The answers are on the last page.

Well done! This level was a little bit more difficult, but you did it!

See you in next level!
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Level 6 Sport Strokes 7 } ‘S 77

All the strokes we're going to learn today are "highly active” because they
look like sports.

High jump Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of 7 ?

Example characters:

X again % son 7}( water

777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777

Skateboarding Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of } ?

23



Example characters:

& besides ﬁ this }{T:, extend

NP
e
Pt

N
e
S
O
P

Butterfly

Example characters:

Fk team

Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of 3 ?

N>
e
2N

N>

S
2N

R O

P

The Archer

Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of /5 ?

24



Example characters:

7?7 therefore

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pen to find the hidden strokes.

Let’s find 7 in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!

Now, it’'s time to find } i

o

Where is 3 ?

S

Last one, where is /5 ?

Ay A

The answers are on the last page.

Well done! Does today's learning make you feel that Chinese is a
dynamic language?

See you in next level!

25



Level 7 Tail Strokes LT LU

All the strokes we are going to learn today look like something with a tail.

Dropping Tail Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of L ?

Example characters:

‘Z—EJ four &7 west

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of T

26



Example characters:

A .
" quantifier for flowers

What in your daily life reminds you of Z) ?

Example characters:

}L several

Snake Name it yourself:

R O
P

o Flying Bird Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of ’L ?

27



Example characters:

"@‘ £
to fly X wind /L‘ air

________________________________________________________________

Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pen to find the hidden strokes.

Let’s find L in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!

Now, it's time to find 1 3

kI

Where is ZJ ?
YA V4

Last one, where is JL ?

The answers are on the last page.

Your Chinese learning has taken a big step forward again!

See you in next level!
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level 8 Leisure Strokes — l’

All the strokes we'll learn today look like something related to leisure

time.

Couch Reading Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of —7?

Example characters:

LL] mountain )/:i tooth

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Kicking a Football Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of l/ ?

29



Tips

These strokes might look very similar, but they face the opposite directions.
This difference is especially important. This is a mistake that beginners often

make.
Fish hook (Vertical Hook) kicking a Football (Vertical upwards)

Example characters:

/
‘}K long l:t to compare

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pencil to find them.

Let's find }— in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!
\ - .

T ]

Now, it’'s time to find I/ .

A ROR

The answers are on the last page.

Your persistence in learning is amazing!

See you in next level!
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Level 9 Strokes Opening to the Right &

The strokes we're going to learn today open to the right.

Arm Muscle

Example characters:

Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of L ?

‘i:\‘ go /ij:\ east

77777777

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,

Open Scissors

Name it yourself:

What in your daily life reminds you of L ?

31




Example characters:

;{ female (human)

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Strokes hide - and - seek.

Use a pencil to find them.

Let’s find L in these strokes, 1,2,3 go!
/, — >
A = A)
Now, it’s time to find L :

ECID L'

The answers are on the last page.

Congratulations! You have learned all the strokes. Now it's time to
move on to the next stage and combine those strokes into Chinese
components and characters.

If you have any suggestions or questions during the learning process,
feel free to email us at any time. It will be our great pleasure if you
treat us as friends who are very willing to help clear all your doubts
about Chinese learning.

Our email address: angeliek@Iletslearnchinese.org

See you in the next adventure!
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Appendix 1 : Summary of All Strokes

Lying Down Hook

Couch Reading

Turning Hook

)L

Kicking a Football

w | B & |5 |

Horizontal Bend

o P A

Arm Muscle

Fishing Rod

A 1T A

Open scissor

Strokes Name Example characters Strokes Name Example characters
— | Horzontal | __ - = Ly | Thefishemman | 31 g &
l Vertical +r + F 17 Lighting +
IV | e | T k| | T e | 0 F K
)| Lefmling | N £ } Skateboarding | 77 3% 3%
\ Right Falling |\ AL R g Butterfly A ﬁlg
| uewards | o ok /"7 The Archer | /7
—> | Horizontal Hook | {2 " L | oroppingTail | VY 7
]| verticalbook | /] K FT T Lunge
CurveHook | T J4 7, Snake e
Slanted Hook ;f}(‘ "L Flying Bird =S
—
)
/-
{

& |
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Appendix 2 : Answers of strokes hide-and-seek.

Level 1 Level 4 Level 7
—| Lk X E \ B AR 3 L |G
IINZT AR | lvi B T %%
| R AR (Linkkdie |zl
v ITTAmE R A #
Level 2 ‘LeveIS ‘Levels
N R A TBB®aF |—|EEF
N|ANRAK |TRARBAAT | ARE
ANFAETFT |(RE5EFBE

L 4% 5

3 ‘LeveIG ‘Level9

—IREER | T|IAXNZ L4 =& 4
VT & oxF# J |3 i B L |He e
YFF Ik | S|4 FR

5 |3 33 B
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